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t is very emotional for me to think

back over the past 35 years, and

comprehend what a huge role Play

Meter has played in my life in
terms of guidance, support, coverage
and, most of all, information I needed
to help my business grow.

In Play Meter's December 1994
20th anniversary edition I wrote: “Play
Meter has been the operator’s source of
industry news and information for 20
years! Where has the time gone? My
company, Alpha-Omega Amusements,
is celebrating its 25th anniversary next
month, and it’s hard to imagine that
during our first five years there was no
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Play Meter. All T can say is, ‘Thank God'
(and Play Meter Publisher Ralph Lally)
that Play Meter has been there to help
educate us about the amusement busi-
ness.” (For a complete history, see “In
honor of Play Meter's 30th Anniver-
sary” in the December 2004 issue).

Some of you may not know that
Play Meter was the first magazine I
wrote for (150 “Frank’s Cranks” over a
15-year period, starting in February
1981). It happened because Ralph
promised he would print whatever I
wrote, word for word, with no editing—
“no matter what happens”—and I
would have a free hand in trying to
bring manufacturers and operators
closer together. -

In fact, I would have never sta.rted
the long-running “Frank’s Cranks” col-
umn without the mentoring of Roger
Sharpe, another Play Meter columnist,
who penned “Critics Corner” (also Edi-
tor of Gentlemen’s Quarterly at that time).
Roger said I should talk to Ralph, and
later urged me to accept Ralph’s offer.

Without Play Meter, where would I
be today? Where would this industry
be? This great magazine has given me
the opportunity to be a part of this
industry and, along with many other
columnists, pass information on that
helps others learn and grow their busi-
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Bill asked Frank the one thing he wants most from the government?
Frank replied, ‘Give small businesses back the 10% investment tax
credit’. Bill laughed and said, not possible, what is the second thing?






